
Ordinary Time Summer 2021  
Ordinary Time is the longest season in the Church’s liturgical calendar with 
2 periods:  one between Christmas and Lent, and the second, longer period, 
which lasts from the day after Pentecost until Advent.  
    The word, “Ordinary” comes from the old English word, “Ordinal” 
meaning time and this season is far from dull and boring!  
 
Ordinary Sundays For Christians, Sunday is the weekly holy day.  It is 
the weekly Easter when we celebrate the Lord’s Resurrection and gather 
together as the People of God to celebrate Mass which is the source and 
summit of our life of faith.   
 
This year, 2021, the Sundays of Ordinary Time are celebrated with readings from the holy gospel according to Mark.  
It is generally agreed among the scholars that Mark’s gospel was the first to be written.  From the pages of that gospel 
we know that it was  

? written for people unfamiliar with the Aramaic language spoken in first century Palestine.  There are several 
occasions when the Gospel writer uses Aramaic words.  Have a look at Mark 3:7; Mark 5: 41; Mark 7:11; Mark 
7:33; Mark 15:34.  

? it was written for a small Christian community suffering a fierce persecution. 
? it gave St Peter a key role: he is mentioned a number of times at key moments Mark 1:16; Mark 1:29ff; Mark 

3:16; Mark 5:37; Mark 8:27ff; Mark 9:2ff; Mark 14:31; Mark 14:66-72; Mark 16:7.  
? It’s theme is our discipleship of Jesus.  It is as if every scene in Mark’s Gospel includes a call to the reader to 

be a more committed disciple.   
Over a period of six consecutive Sundays, we follow the Lord around 
the area known as Galilee in Palestine: 
13 June  Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  Mark 4:26-34  Parables 
 
20 June  Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  Mark 4:35-41  The calming of the storm 
 
27 June  Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  Mark 5: 21-24, 35-43  Jesus heals a woman and a girl 
 
4 July  Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  Mark 6:1-6  Jesus visits Nazareth  
 
11 July  Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  Mark 6:7-13  Jesus sends the Apostles 
 
18 July  Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  Mark 6: 30-34  The Apostles return  
 

During the weeks of high summer, there are five Sundays when the Gospel readings are taken from John’s Gospel.  For 
this short period there is a semi-continuous reading of the sixth chapter of John which focuses on Jesus as the Bread 
of Life and this period, this mini season, is sometimes known as the Bread of Life Sundays.  Here is a summary: 
25 July   Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  John 6:1-15  The feeding of the five thousand 
1 August  Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  John 6:24-35  “He who comes to me will never hunger” 
8 August  Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  John 6:41-51  “I am the bread of life” 
15 August Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  John 6:51-58  “My flesh is real food” 
22 August Twenty first Sunday in Ordinary Time  John 6:60-69  “You have the message of eternal life” 
It is significant that the Church assigns 5 Sundays in the middle of the three-year cycle of Bible readings to sixth chapter 
of John’s Gospel and the focus of Jesus the Bread of Life who constantly sustains and nourishes the Church.   
 
This year, we also have the addition of the celebration of the Assumption of Our Lady on Sunday 15 August which will 
supersede the usual Sunday Mass.  For us especially, this celebration is of great significance.  The central image in the 



stained glass window above the altar depicts the vision of Our Lady as recorded in the eleventh chapter of the book 
of the Apocalypse which is proclaimed on the Assumption of Our Lady.  The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds 
us that, “ … the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the course of her earthly life was 
finished, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, and exalted by the Lord as Queen over all things …”  (CCC 
966) 
 

Ordinary Wednesdays This year, 2021, Pope Francis is encouraging us to 
look towards St Joseph who had a loving heart.  In the Church, there has been a long 
standing custom to honour St Joseph on Wednesdays.  The midweek day is the perfect 
occasion to reflect on and be grateful for our fathers and grandfathers.   
    As we continue to mark the Year of St Joseph, our devotion and imitation of this 
great saint can only be strengthened: to ask for his intercession, to imitate his 
collaboration with God especially in moments of uncertainty and being a protector of 
the things of God.   
 

Ordinary Fridays  For Christians, Friday has been the day to commemorate 
Christ’s suffering and death.  It is traditional to pray the sorrowful mysteries of the 
Rosary and the Stations of the Cross on Ordinary Fridays. 
 
Friday is also the day of the week to honour the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  During the 
seventeenth century St Margaret Mary Alacoque was encouraged to promote 
devotions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  This enduring devotion focuses on Christ’s love 
for us and includes several practices including the First Fridays:  attending Mass on 
nine consecutive First Fridays; establishing an image of the Sacred Heart in our homes; 
and, having our homes and families dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  
 
Friday is also the weekly day of penance.  Acts of penance are part and parcel of our 
life of faith which honour Christ’s Passion and death, they also show our commitment 
to collaborate with God and demonstrating our desire to make a new start with God.  
The most common acts of penance include abstaining from meat, alcohol and doing 
works of service and charity in the community.  
 
Ordinary Saturdays  If Sunday is the Day of the Lord, then for Christians, Saturday is the Day of Our Lady.  
Traditionally, on Saturday, Mass is celebrated in honour of Our Lady. 
 
Celebrations to look out this year during Ordinary Time  
 Friday 11 June    Sacred Heart of Jesus  
 Thursday 24 June   The nativity of St John the Baptist 
 Tuesday 29 June   Ss Peter and Paul – There will be Mass at in church at 6pm. 
 Sunday 15 August   The Assumption of Our Lady  
 
Archbishop Bernard’s vision Archbishop Bernard’s vision calls us to be: 

� faithful to the mission entrusted to us by Jesus Christ,  
� missionary disciples who work together co-responsibly in vibrant communities of faith,  
� joyful in our service of God and neighbour. 

We are one parish in the Archdiocese of Birmingham which includes the counties of Staffordshire, West Midlands, 
Worcestershire, Warwickshire, Oxfordshire and a small area of Berkshire; if you take a flight from Manchester to 
London Heathrow you will fly the length of our diocese. There are 178 serving priests in 224 parishes and 250 schools.  
The Catholic population of the diocese is 443, 330 parishioners.  
    Archbishop Bernard has asked us to pray this prayer:   

Grant me the Spirit of joy, to lift me, the Spirit of hope to inspire me, the Spirit of love to surround me and 
the Spirit of truth to enlighten my path.  Holy Spirit, I pray for a new outpouring of your grace, so that I may 
grow in worship of your name in love of you in my prayer and in my actions towards others. 
Come Holy Spirit into my life to guide me.  Strengthen and defend me, so that I may be drawn ever closer 
to you.  Help me this day and always to be a channel of grace in all I say and do and invite others into 
relationship with you.  Amen. 


