
The Catholic Parish of St Mary, Leek 
This parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham Registered Charity No 234216 

Compton, LEEK, Staffordshire, ST13 5NH 
Tel 01538 382385  Email stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk Facebook @stmaryleek 

 

“Our vision is to be a Catholic Parish living Christ’s command, 
‘Love one another as I have loved you’. 

 
 
Saturday 16 April  HOLY SATURDAY  

Genesis 22: 1-18; Exodus14: 15-15: 1; Ezekiel 36; 16-28; Romans 6: 3-11, Luke 24: 1-12 

10am   Devotions to Our Lady of Sorrows 
Public Mass and live-stream             7pm  Easter Vigil 
     
   
Sunday 17 April  SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD   
   Acts 10: 34, 37-43, Psalm 117, 1 Corinthians 5: 6-8, John 20: 1-9    
Public Mass and live – stream 10am  Easter Sunday Mass For you, the People of the Parish 
    4pm  Rosary and Benediction  

   

  
Monday 18 April  Easter Monday, Solemnity 

   Acts 2: 14, 22-33, Ps 15, Matthew 28: 8-15 
Public Mass and live – stream 10am  Intentions of GGC (GC) 

       
Tuesday 19 April  Easter Tuesday, Solemnity 
   Acts 2: 36-4, Ps 32, John 20: 11-18 
Public and live - stream  10am     Rosary 
     
Wednesday 20 April  Easter Wednesday, Solemnity 
   Acts 3: 1-10, Ps 104, Luke 24: 13-35 

    
Thursday 21 April  Easter Thursday, Solemnity    
   Acts 3: 11-26, Ps 8, Luke 24: 35-48 
Public and live - stream  10am     Rosary 
 
Friday 22 April  Easter Friday, Solemnity 
   Acts 4: 1-11, Ps 117, Luke 21: 1-14 
Public and live - stream  3pm     Rosary 
    

Saturday 23 April  SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER,  
Acts 5: 12-16, Ps 117, Apocalypse 1: 9-13, 17-19, John 20: 19-31 

Public Mass and live-stream             2.30pm Sue Eillis RIP  
 
Sunday 24 April    
Public Mass and live – stream 10am  Margaret Delicata RIP 

     

     
Parish Priest     Fr Martin Pratt    tel 01538 382385 stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk  
Parish Administrator   Mrs Geraldine Duffy-Jentz  administrator.stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk 
St Mary’s Catholic Academy  Mrs G Turner    tel 01538 493888  
Painsley Catholic College, Cheadle  Mrs R Waugh    tel 01538 714944  
Safeguarding Rep    Appointment pending 

     Archdiocese of Birmingham  tel 0121 230 6240  
     NSPCC    tel 0808 800 500 
Gift Aid Co-ordinator    Mrs M Lawton    ga.stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk  
Hospital Chaplaincy    University Hospital North Midlands  tel 01782 676400 ext 76400 

     Macclesfield District Hospital  tel 01625 663386  
 
Please pray for the sick Chris Rea, Kathryn Higginbotham, Brian Dale, Norman Syddall, Andrew Clifford, David Wright, Janusz Szura and those 
who are in self-isolation and have been diagnosed with Covid-19. 
Due to data protection legislation, in order for a name to be printed in this newsletter, the consent of the person who is unwell needs to be given.   
 
Please Pray for the repose of the soul of Piotr Zwierski. The Funeral will take place, here at St Mary’s, on Wednesday 27 April and Thursday 28 
April.  Places will be limited in line with our current risk assessment.  
 
The Pope’s Prayer Intention for April:  We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may 
they be adequately supported by governments and local communities. 
  
Anniversaries:  Elizabeth (Betty) Healy, Angela Patricia Oakden, Diane Mary Bridget Stubbs, Charmaine Winifred Shenton, Stasha Stanislawa, 
Peter Sullivan, Mildred Taaffe, Francis (Frank) Rushton, Sister Charles Irwin IBVM, Mrs Gandolfo, Stefan Drozdz, Margaret Alice Fairclough, Marie 
Thraves, Sister Mercedes Doyle I.B.V.M.,Mary Veronica Browning, Charles Gell, William Walmsley, Euhenia Elkowicz (Gienia), Dorothy May 
Sheldon  Dorothy Rose Forrester  Hannah Pernice, Charles Thorley, Jack Morris Shufflebotham, Margaret Edith Hoyland, Lucy Moon 
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Dear friends,  
Happy Easter!  It is my prayer for you that the light of the Risen Christ will bring hope to you and your family 
as we celebrate Easter this year.   
   This year, the PTFA at St Mary’s Academy hosted a Movie Night for the children at which nearly £400 was 
raised for the parish.  This very generous amount has enabled us to purchase a number of items for the church 
including the Easter Candle and the five pins which are fixed into the candle.  Also known as the Paschal 
Candle, this is the icon of the Risen Christ lighting our church and the world. The Easter Vigil is a rich 
celebration full of faith and deep symbolism to enhance our belief in Christ.  The Easter Vigil has four 
component parts.  The start of the Vigil is known as the Service of Light and we gather around the “new 
fire”.  The fire breaks the physical darkness and is blessed.  The Easter Candle is brought forward to be blessed 
and prepared.  Before being lit, the candle has a number of symbolic icons etched into the wax: first, a cross; 
next, the Greek letters “Alpha” and “Omega” showing that Christ the beginning and end of all things; then, the 
numerals of the year, 2022 showing Christ is King of all time: past, present and future; then, five brass pins are 
placed into the candle in the form of a cross:  these pins are small containers of incense; the Jewish burial 

customs included incense and spices with the three shrouds  used to wrap the body; and then, the candle is lit from the new fire before the 
light of the risen Christ is passed from person to person and the new light breaks the darkness until the church and every area of our lives is 
filled with the always present light of Christ.  
   This year, our Holy Week has been a prayer for peace.  Let our prayer for peace continue because the light of Christ can never be put out 
or extinguished.  Let’s allow Christ’s light into our lives and remove all darkness.   
 

A Synodal Parish in a Synodal Church   We are at a great moment when we can work together and build up our parish in a number of 
ways.  In the recent Synod Questionnaire, some of the replies offered help in several ways.  If that was you, please let me know!  The offers 
of help were with:  reading at Mass, singing at Mass, joining the SVP, computer literacy. 
   Thank you for all the replies; they were very helpful.  One clear area for encouragement is the Sacrament of Reconciliation – 
Confession.  After Easter this will be a priority for us all!   
   As a parish and as individuals and families we are beginning an exciting and bold journey of faith.  In the Easter Vigil, one of the Old 
Testament readings is about Abraham travelling to the land or Moriah with his son, Isaac.  Abraham was journeying into the unknown, but 
full of faith in God.  We are too!  Let’s step forward with confidence.  We don’t know where we shall arrive, but let’s travel together, walking, 
talking and listening to each other.  
 

Being safe in church while at Mass or other occasions   I am very grateful to you for your continuing co-operation with our desire to keep 
each other safe while in church. While other churches may have a different approach, let's remain considerate of each other at this time. I 
am aware that some people are comfortable with not wearing a face covering, and there are others who are not ready for this.  Personally, I 
am not ready to do without a face covering for my own personal, private reasons.  So we ask in church: 

 Use the hand sanitizer when we arrive and when we leave. 
 Wear a face covering if you wish; face coverings must be worn when singing. 
 Singing is being introduced gradually; hymn books can be used. 
 The church is to be ventilated:  It is Leek and it’s early Spring:  wear a good coat, please! 
 The cordons on the benches will remain except for one side aisle where the cordons have been removed.  
 Be mindful of others: someone on your bench may be vulnerable or the person on your bench may be returning home to someone 

vulnerable. 
 Baptisms can take place either during Mass or after Mass; Weddings and Funerals can take place with limited numbers and the 

other mitigations in place.    
 
Preparing for First Holy Communion and the Sacrament of Confirmation   I want to encourage the parents and the families of the 
children preparing for these important occasions that it is crucial to be at Sunday Mass.  We are preparing the children for communion with 
God and preparing them for communion with the Church - with the people of the parish who will witness the faith when you are at church.  Over 
the last few weeks it has been good to see more families at Mass, and it is great to see you; the sacrifice which you are making will be worth 
it!  Let's all encourage the families of all the children to bring them to Sunday Mass in church.  My offer to the parents still stands:  if you 
would like a refresher course in the Catholic faith over the next few weeks, please let me know.  I am praying to St Joseph every day for the 
children and their families.  
 
Easter Offering for our Priest   The collection this weekend after the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday Masses, is the Easter Offering for your 
parish priest.  This collection forms a large part of the parish priest’s annual salary. 
 
200 Club    At present there are 70 members of the parish 200 Club.  Membership is £12 for the year.  In this way your membership 
contributes to the ongoing mission and maintenance of our parish enabling us to make sure all the annual servicing of the heating, electrical 
appliances, and other safety checks can happen; it also enables us to maintain all the property to a high standard; and helps with the purchase 
of all the items which are needed for the celebration of the liturgy in church and allows the pastoral work and evangelisation to continue.   
 
The Edge@Alton Youth Group   has made rosary decade beads, bookmarks and Easter Candles to raise money for the Donna Louise 
children’s hospice.  There will be a basket of items on sale at the back of church in the coming weeks. 
Dates for your diary             
                23 - 24 April     Mission Appeal – this year the annual appeal is for the Society of African Missions.  
                20 - 24 June          Vocations’ Week at St Mary’s Academy 
 Saturday 9 July       Leek Club Day.  Soon we will be asking for volunteers to help ensure the Day is safe. 
Gift Aid   Are you a UK taxpayer?  If so, and if you sign a Gift Aid declaration, the UK Government will add 25p to each pound you donate 
to our parish.  For more information and how to sign up to Gift Aid, please be in contact with Marie.  Her email address 
is  ga.stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk 
Facebook Mass we can’t have a collection  Thank you to those who have used the “Donate” button on the Parish Website.  If you would 
like to donate by standing order, please email me at the Parish Office - stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk. 
Collection   Gift Aid  - £184.00  Non-Gift Aid - £76.90    Total - £260.90    Votive Candles - £22.78 

Thank you for your generous support of our parish 
 

With prayers and best wishes for you and your family as we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection, 
Fr Martin 
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