
The Catholic Parish of St Mary, Leek 
This parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham Registered Charity No 234216 

Compton, LEEK, Staffordshire, ST13 5NH 
Tel 01538 382385  Email stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk Facebook @stmaryleek 

 

“Our vision is to be a Catholic Parish living Christ’s command, 
‘Love one another as I have loved you’. 

 
 
Saturday 30 April  THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER  
    Acts 5: 27-32,40-41; Ps 29; Apocalypse 5: 11-14; John 21: 1-19  
Public Mass and live-stream             2.30pm  For you, the People of the Church. 
   
Sunday 01 May     
Public Mass and live – stream 10am  Kathleen Greenward RIP 

    11.30am The Sacrament of Baptism  
     4pm  Rosary and Benediction  

    
Monday 02 May  Memorial of St Athanasius, Bishop, Doctor of the Church 

Public Mass and live – stream Acts 6: 8-15; Ps 118; John 6: 22-29 
(Please note change of time)  11am Aileen Keenan (Spec Int) 
       
Tuesday 03 May  Feast of St Philip and James, Apostles 

    1 Corinthians 15: 1-8; Ps 18; John 14: 6-14 
Public Mass and live-stream  10am Special Int (JA) 
     
Wednesday 04 May  Feast of the English Martyrs 

No Mass    Acts 7: 55-60; Ps 30; Matthew 10: 17-22 
    
Thursday 05 May  Easter Feria 
    Acts 8: 26-40; Ps 65; John 6: 44-51 

9.30am  At Carmountside Crematorium: Committal Liturgy for the repose of the soul of  
Andrew McGowan 

Public Mass and live – stream  6pm  Ray Cossburn RIP 
(Please note change of time) 
    
Friday 06 May  Easter Feria 
    Acts 9: 1-20; Ps 116; John 6: 52-59 
   Mass will be celebrated at St Mary’s Academy 
   3pm   May Devotions  
    

Saturday 07 May   10am to 10.30am Confessions, will be celebrated in the church. 
    FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
    Acts 13: 14,43-52; Ps 99; Apocalypse 7: 9,14-17; John 10: 27-30 
Public Mass and live - stream 2.30pm For you, the People of the Parish 
 
Sunday 08 May   10am  Janusz Szura (Spec Int) 
Public Mass and live – stream 11.30am The Sacrament of Baptism  

    4pm Rosary and Benediction 
 
Parish Priest     Fr Martin Pratt    tel 01538 382385 stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk  
Parish Administrator   Mrs Geraldine Duffy-Jentz  administrator.stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk 
St Mary’s Catholic Academy  Mrs G Turner    tel 01538 493888  
Painsley Catholic College, Cheadle  Mrs R Waugh    tel 01538 714944  
Safeguarding Rep    Appointment pending 

     Archdiocese of Birmingham  tel 0121 230 6240  
     NSPCC    tel 0808 800 500 
Gift Aid Co-ordinator    Mrs M Lawton    ga.stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk  
Hospital Chaplaincy    University Hospital North Midlands  tel 01782 676400 ext 76400 

     Macclesfield District Hospital  tel 01625 663386  
 
The Pope’s Prayer Intention for May:  For faith-filled young people; We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; may they see in 
Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that faith generates, and the dedication to service. 
Please pray for the sick Chris Rea, Kathryn Higginbotham, Brian Dale, Norman Syddall, Andrew Clifford, David Wright, Janusz Szura and those 
who are in self-isolation and have been diagnosed with Covid-19. 
Due to data protection legislation, in order for a name to be printed in this newsletter, the consent of the person who is unwell needs to be given.   
 
Please pray for the Faithful Departed  We pray for the repose of the soul of Andrew McGowan.  His Funeral Mass will take place on Wednesday 
4 May at 1130am at St Mary’s, Norton le Moors.  The Committal will take place on Thursday 5 May at Carmountside at 930am.   
Anniversaries Sister Teresa Davies I.B.V.M., Josephine Poultney, Charles Henry Malkin, Roddy, Edward Mottershaw, Angela Mosley, Eileen 
Mooney, Patrick Lawlor, Phyllis Birchenough, Josephine Taylor, Doreen Mary Szydelko, Elsie Murphy, Annie Spencer, Gladys Wood, Adam Nech, 
William Spencer, Irene Kusznierska, Raymond John Plant, Terry Elizabeth Bradley, Gertrude Furby, Anthony Laurence Davies, Sister Martha Cliff 
I.B.V.M., Mary Spencer, Joseph Anthony Rushton, Michael Horgan, Tadeusz Bielecki, Winifred Ena Birks, Mary Booth, Margaret Mary Foster, Joseh 
Kosak, Frank Nash, Constance Raybone, Thomas Spencer, Ellen Warbrick, Harold Hambleton, 
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Dear friends, “It is our vision to be a Catholic Parish living Christ’s command, ‘Love one another 
as I have loved you’”  
   I am incredibly grateful to you for ensuring that everything was looked after while I was away 
after Easter:  it shows that we are truly – in Vatican speak – “a co-responsible parish.”  That is, 
we are living and working together as the People of God in Leek and showing responsibility to 
each other and for the good of the Catholic Community.   
   I have received a lovely card from Fr Andrew who was here last weekend.  It reads, “Dear Fr 
Martin,  This is to express my gratitude to you for your generosity and kindness.  I had a nice 
time in Leek and enjoyed the welcome and the assistance of the Lay Faithful.  You are 
surrounded by good people in the parish of St Mary.  Thank you for the great accommodation, 
food and financial gift.  God Bless, Fr Andrew Batare SMA” 
 
Celebrating Easter   The Church continues to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.  In Church, 
we celebrate Easter for 50 days with the grand finale taking place on Pentecost Sunday.  During 
these days “Alleluia” is truly our acclamation!  This Season is also characterised by the daily 

readings from the Acts of the Apostles; it is the book of the New Testament suited to this joyful season.  
So let’s continue to …  

 encourage each other to be at Mass in church 

 encourage one another to go to Confession on a regular basis – it is a sign of an active parish 

 keep going with 5 minutes of prayer every day 

 and, to share our time, talent and treasure 
Easter Duties   The Church knows the great spiritual benefits which we enjoy from the Resurrection of the Lord and we are obliged as Catholics to 
make our Easter Duties.  That is: going to Mass and receiving Holy Communion, going to Confession during the 50 days of the Easter Season; in our 
diocese, this period is extended to Trinity Sunday which this year falls on 12 June. 
“Full, Active and Conscious Participation”     This is the Church’s vision for everyone who is at Mass or one of the other liturgical functions which 
take place in church including Baptisms, Weddings, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Christian Funerals.  For a good while, we have been using 
Mass sheets at Sunday Mass.  I am now glad to have similar sheets for weekday Mass.  The Church wants us to participate at Mass and to become 
familiar with the Bible Readings.  
Being safe in church 

 Cordons to be removed from the benches on one side of the church; the cordons are to remain on the other side of the church 
 Any one displaying symptoms of Covid19 should stay at home and not participate in acts of worship in church.  
 Those attending to sanitize their hands on arrival  
 Those attending may continue to wear a face covering whilst in the church 
 There is no need for formal social distancing although those present should be sensitive to the needs of others:  some may be vulnerable, 

others may return to someone who is  
 It is important to ensure good ventilation. 
 Eucharistic Ministers to sanitize their hands before administering Holy Communion and to wear a face covering.  
 Singing to be reintroduced.  

Preparing for First Holy Communion and the Sacrament of Confirmation   I want to encourage the parents and the families of the children 
preparing for these important occasions that it is crucial to be at Sunday Mass.  We are preparing the children for communion with God and preparing 
them for communion with the Church - with the people of the parish who will witness the faith when you are at church.  Over the last few weeks it has 
been good to see more families at Mass, and it is great to see you; the sacrifice which you are making will be worth it!  Let's all encourage the families 
of all the children to bring them to Sunday Mass in church.  My offer to the parents still stands:  if you would like a refresher course in the Catholic 
faith over the next few weeks, please let me know.  I am praying to St Joseph every day for the children and their families.  
Dates for your diary  
Sunday 1 May    Songs of Praise at 4pm, St. Chad’s House, Southfields, Leek,  
Monday 2 May         630pm  Bible Book Club on Zoom  
Thursday 12 May         Anniversary of the opening of our Church  
Thursday 26 May              Ascension Thursday:  Mass will be celebrated at School during the day and a Parish Mass will be celebrated 

at 6pm. 
Saturday 11 June                230pm  Mass and the Sacrament of Confirmation  
Saturday 18 June               230pm  Mass and First Holy Communion  
20 - 24 June                           Vocations’ Week at St Mary’s Academy 
Saturday 9 July                      Leek Club Day.  Soon we will be asking for volunteers to help 
Important notice if you or a relative will be Going into Hospital at the Royal Stoke University Hospital 
To ensure that you or your relative receives a visit from a member of the Catholic Chaplaincy, for the next few weeks, at least, at the Royal Stoke 
University Hospital and County Hospital in Stafford, if you are admitted as a patient, even if they know you are a Catholic, the chaplaincy will not be 
automatically informed, and neither will anyone ask you if you want a visit. In order to be visited, you must contact the chaplaincy office – 01782 
676400 for Stoke and 01785 887659 for County. Sacraments can still be administered at the bedside, even if someone has Covid, but the office 
needs to be informed beforehand. 

Faith for Kids  This is a new parish group which will meet on Saturday mornings.  The first meeting will take place on Saturday 7 May in the narthex 

at 1045am.   
Thank you   Michelle Oakford from CAFOD has written to thank you for your support of the CAFOD Lent appeal and the Lenten second collection. 
The St Mary’s Easter Raffle I am incredibly grateful to everyone who either bought raffle tickets or donated prizes for this year’s Easter Raffle.  
There are two prizes which remain unclaimed.  The tickets are:  Pink 221- 225, C Ash and Blue 381 -385, Lillian.   
200 Club    At present there are 70 members of the parish 200 Club.  Membership is £12 for the year.  In this way your membership contributes to 
the ongoing mission and maintenance of our parish enabling us to make sure all the annual servicing of the heating, electrical appliances, and other 
safety checks can happen; it also enables us to maintain all the property to a high standard; and helps with the purchase of all the items which are 
needed for the celebration of the liturgy in church and allows the pastoral work and evangelisation to continue.   
The Edge@Alton Youth Group   has made rosary decade beads, bookmarks and Easter Candles to raise money for the Donna Louise children’s 
hospice.  There will be a basket of items on sale at the back of church in the coming weeks. 
Gift Aid   Are you a UK taxpayer?  If so, and if you sign a Gift Aid declaration, the UK Government will add 25p to each pound you donate to our 
parish.  For more information and how to sign up to Gift Aid, please be in contact with Marie.  Her email address is  ga.stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk 
 
Facebook Mass we can’t have a collection  Thank you to those who have used the “Donate” button on the Parish Website.  If you would like to 
donate by standing order, please email me at the Parish Office - stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk. 
Collection  non Gift Aid   £66.35 Gift Aid   £87.00 Total   £153.35 Second Collection for Holy Places   £77.45 
Collection for Society of African Mission £210.73 
Thank you for your generous support of our parish 

With prayers and best wishes for you and your family as we continue to celebrate Christ’s Resurrection, 
Fr Martin 

mailto:ga.stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk
mailto:stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk

