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Parish Newsletter for Sunday 27 December 2020  YEAR OF THE WORD: THE GOD WHO SPEAKS 

All the listings below are live-streamed on the parish Facebook page   YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

Sunday 27 December FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

Public Mass and live-stream Genesis 15:1-6, 21: 1-3; Ps 104; Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Luke 2:22-40 

  935am  Church open 

  10am Kathleen A Balay RIP 

  4pm Live-stream - Rosary and Benediction 

Monday 28 December Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs, the innocent victims of Herod 

Live - stream Mass 1 John 1: 5-2:2; Ps 123; Matthew 2: 13-18 

  940am  Rosary   10am For you, the People of the Parish  

Tuesday 29 December Feast of St Thomas Becket, Patron of the Pastoral Clergy  

Live - stream Mass Colossians 1: 24-29; Ps 22; Luke 22:24-30 

  940am  Rosary   10am John Kelsall RIP 

Wednesday 30 December Sixth Day within the Octave of Christmas 

No live-stream today 1 John 2: 12-17; Ps 95; Luke 2: 36-40 

Thursday 31 December Seventh Day within the Octave of Christmas 

Live-stream Mass 1 John 2: 18-21; Ps 95; John 1: 1-18 

  940am  Rosary   10am Sheila Syddall RIP 

Friday 1 January SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD  

Public Mass and live-stream Numbers 6: 22-27; Ps 66; Galatians 4: 4-7; Luke 2: 16-21 

First Friday 935am  Church open  

  10am  Janusz Szura (Spec Int) 

Saturday 2 January Memorial of St Basil the Great and St Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops, Doctors of the Church 

No live-stream today 1 John 2: 22-28; Ps 97; John 1: 19-28 

 

Sunday 3 January SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE NATIVITY 

Public Mass and live-stream Ecclesiasticus 24: 1-2, 8-12; Ps 147; Ephesians 1: 3-6, 15-18; John 1: 1-18 

  935am  Church open 

  10am Rose Clarke RIP and Holy Souls (HK) 

  4pm Live-stream - Rosary and Benediction 

 

Weddings and Baptisms – If you are looking to arrange either a Wedding or a Baptism, please be in contact with Fr Martin.   

Funerals at St Mary’s – unfortunately, at present, it is not possible to hold Funerals in church. 

Going into hospital For a Chaplain at the University Hospital North Midlands, please ask a member of the ward staff or call 01782 

676400 Ext 76400.  For a Chaplain at the Macclesfield District General Hospital, please call 01625 663386  

 

Please pray for the sick Joan Floyd, Edward Walmsley, Chris Rea, Audrey Pointon, Rosemary Emery, Kathryn Higginbotham, Brian Dale, 

Norman Syddall, Andrew Clifford, David Wright, Janusz Szura and those who are in self-isolation and have been diagnosed with Covid-19.   

Due to data protection legislation, in order for a name to be printed in this newsletter, the consent of the person who is unwell needs to be given.   

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for January  May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our brothers and sisters of 

other religions, praying for one another, open to all 

Please pray for Faithful Departed  We pray for the repose of the soul of Shelia Syddall and those who have died recently and due to 

Covid-19. 

Anniversaries 

Annie May Skaer 27/12/1969  Percy Wardle 27/12/1982     Ellen Kavanagh 28/12/1984         John (Jack) Charles Piggott 28/12/2004 

John William Clulow 29/12/1992     Leslie Gower Brown 29/12/2007      Leonard G E Shakespeare 29/12/2009      

John Gregore Kelsall 29/12/2018             Freda Cecilia Halpin 30/12/1997     Anthony Frederick Davenport 30/12/200        Ann Wallace 30/12/2004     

Franciszeh (Frank) Klucznik 30/12/2006  Kevin Sheridan 31/12/1985  Mary Kelsall 31/12/1986      Sydney Fairclough 31/12/1999 

Francis Annie Mayers 1/1978     William John Lawton 1/1978       Stanley McCabe 1/1980   Robin Richard Bridgett 1/1983             Agnes Grice 1/1983 

Edward Bowcock 1/1983     Jan Dryglas 1/1983    Sarah Geston 1/1984     Eugene Tristrum 1/1985     Gertrude France 1/1988 

Ambrose Fayard 1/1/1980 Alex Bunty 1/1/1991       Colvin Hugh Parr 1/1/1994 John     Lawrence Campion 1/1/2014       Edith Collier 2/1/1971   

Arthur Priestman 2/1/1986 Dr. Jerzy (George) Surawy 2/1/2006    Edward Wasilewski 2/1/2009  James Anthony Dwyer 2/1/2011 



Dear friends, thank you so much for your kind Christmas cards and gifts.  It is very kind of you and it has been a 

great source of encouragement during this very different Christmas.  

    Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Holy Family of Nazareth.  In today’s Gospel reading, we proclaim 

the Good News of the Presentation of the Lord (Lk 2:22-40).  We hear how Mary and Joseph were obedient to 

God’s Law in the Old Testament by presenting Jesus to God in the Temple forty days after his birth; a reminder 

of the role parents have as the first teachers of faith in the first place of spiritual development at home.  We hear 

about the two elderly characters, Simeon and Anna, their robust and steely perseverance in service of God is a 

reminder of the role that grandparents and other relatives have in supporting the spiritual delvelopment of our 

children and young people.  Today’s feast reminds us that our homes are Domestic Churches.  If we live alone or 

we are a family of two, three or more each Catholic home is a beacon of hope and a place of worship. 

    As we celebrate this Feast and as we approach the end of the year, let’s remain united and resolute in our focus 

on Christ and maintaining our parish community.  Here are two prayers you might like to use at home to observe 

this domestic Feast of the Holy Family: 

 Loving Father, you have shown your love to us by sending your Son to be one of us.  Today we pray for 

our family:  our parents and grand parents, uncles, aunts, and cousins and all children.  Bless us with your 

gifts and graces.  Help us to be Temples of your Holy Spirit.  We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  

 God our Father, bless our home.  May the Holy Spirit guide our words and deeds so that your light may 

shine for all to see.  May our home be filled with love, faith and hope.  We make this prayer through Christ 

our Lord.   

    At Mass today, instead of the usual homily, there is a Pastoral Letter from Archbishop Bernard.  

    Everyday at the beginning of the live-stream, I am very grateful for your prayerful support at home or at work.  It is very reassuring that 

while I am alone in the church, there is a commuity of believers, watching Mass.  It is also very encouraging to have new parishioners who are 

joining us from other parts of the country.  This experience is new for all of us.  A blessing which it is giving is making daily Mass a signifcant 

part of our personal prayer lives.  I hope that you are able to see how the Church has compiled the Liturgical Calendar, the Liturgical Seasons, 

and how the Church relies heavily on the Bible to be built up and sustained every day.  Please do continue to join me for the live-stream Mass 

every day. 

    The pandemic has highlighted weaknesses and vulnerabilities which we may not have been aware of or appreciated.  This time has made 

apparent the strengths we have both personally and collectively.  One of the great strengths which has been apparent since the partial 

reopening of the church is the team of volunteers who have made it possible for us to have Mass in church on Sundays since July and during 

this Christmas Season.  I am inspired by the generous support you have been to me and the parish over the last few months.   

    For me, these weeks and months have re-emphasised the importance of Sunday as the Lord’s Day.  With one Sunday Mass it has inspired 

me to make Sunday a special, uplifting, Christ-centred occasion.  On Sunday we work together as a community of faith.  This is a positive act 

of witness we are giving to each other and the town.  This is evangelisation.  Let’s keep it going as we begin the New Year: let’s be focused 

on Christ and keeping Sunday special. 

    Another strength which has given great hope is our parish SVP Conference.  At the beginning of the pandemic they initiated regular 

telephone calls to elderly and isolated parishioners.  During the pandemic, once in October and more recently, the SVP has arranged the 

delivery of meals to some parishioners.  If you can spare an hour each week or fortnight and are interested in supporting the mission of the 

church in this way, please do be in contact with me at stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk  

    A fourth strength which I am very grateful for is your generous support with maintenance and admin; the generous financial support for 

the purchases of PPE and cleaning materials for the church; and, to those who have either increased or set up standing orders to help with 

the usual ongoing costs for the church and presbytery.   

Look after yourself and each other!  When we are part of a team each person is valued and everyone values each other.  Let’s keep that 

good example and act of witness. 

 Keep in contact with your relatives and friends: call 

someone every day. 

 Keep in contact with those who live alone, and not just 

the elderly: priests are encouraged to call another 

priest every day. 

 Keep in touch through the Parish Facebook page 

 Keep up with your daily prayers and routine 

 Keep up with hobbies and pastimes 

 Keep joining online Mass 

 STAY POSITIVE:   

The smallest gestures are most often the most appreciated and can make a world of difference.  Let’s remain untied and resolute.  You are 

doing great!   

St Mary’s:  a parish Praying and Working together 

Our Parish Working Together:  Can you help with the reopening of the church? This will only be possible with your help!  If you can 

help as a steward or cleaner, please let me know!  Send an email to me at stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk 

Our Parish Praying Together:  a Parish Prayer Please pray for our parish that we will continue to be a place where we meet Christ in the 

Sacraments and each other.  I ask you to use this prayer: 

God our Father, pour out your Holy Spirit upon the people of this parish, and grant us a new vision of your glory, a new 

experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your Word, and a new consecration to your service so that your love may 

grow among us, and your Kingdom come.  Through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

200 Club – New members are ALWAYS welcome: the more members, the bigger the prizes!  Subscriptions run from January – December.  

Membership is £1 per month.  Please send subscriptions, by cheque only, – exisiting and new members – to Fr Martin at the presbtery.  Thank 

you to the new members! 

At Facebook Mass we can’t have a collection Thank you to those who have used the “Donate” button on the Parish Website.  If you would 

like to donate by standing order, please send an email to me at the Parish Office at stmary.leek@rcaob.org.uk.   

If you shop online, it is possible to donate to the parish through the Easy Fundraising initiative.  A number of online stores including Amazon 

contribute to a named charity for each online purchase.  Thank you to those who have started to do this. 

From today’s Responsorial Psalm: 

“Be proud of his holy name, let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice” (Ps 104:3) 

Let’s remain united and resolute this Christmas.  With prayers and best wishes, Fr Martin 
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